August 2009 The Monthly Brief From

Director Stickrath

DYS VOLUNTEERS

Focus: Volunteer Recruitment

Explanation: It is a goal for DYS to continue to increase the commu-
nity’s involvement in the lives of DYS youth by increasing volunteer
hours and linking DYS youth with mentor relationships.

Importance: All youth committed to DYS will eventually return to their
communities. DYS encourages community partners to engage youth,
both within DYS facilities and while they are on parole, in a variety of
meaningful activities in an effort to teach the life skills youth need to be
successful, crime-free adults.

Target: Number of citizens’ volunteer service hours provided for youth
in DYS facilities

FY 07 Actual: 26,841 hours

FY 08 Target: 32,000 FY 08 Actual: 33,773 hours

FY 09 Target: 38,000 FY 09 Actual: 39,093 hours

Recruitment: DYS 1s committed to recruiting and retaining dedicated
volunteers and reentry mentors to work with and mentor youth within
the institutions and on parole. The department provides quality training
and supervision to all volunteers. Volunteers can reap great re-

wards knowing they have made a positive impact on the life of a youth.

If you know of individuals interested in volunteering, please have them
contact the DYS volunteer hotline at (614) 466-6747.

The Ohio Department of Youth Services
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