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News from the Ohio Department of Youth Services 

Book club inspires, teaches youth   

Finding hope, direction through reading and reflection 

Our youth in Ralph C. Starkey High School at our 

Circleville Juvenile Correctional 

Facility participate in a book club 

that instills values of self-worth and 

personal success. Members enjoy 

reflecting on what they read the 

night before and sharing their 

thoughts with the group. 

Students recently read “Be the One” 

by ABC News chief national 

correspondent and Nightline co-

anchor Byron Pitts. The book 

chronicles six true stories of teens overcoming 

hardship with hope, determination, and perseverance.  

“The students enthusiastically arrived to class every 

day to pick up reading where they left off the 

previous day,” said teacher Michele George, 

who teaches career-based interventions and 

job-readiness courses. “One of our students 

said he empathized with the teens in the book. 

He said their experiences made him realize that 

‘things could always be worse.’ Another teen 

said he enjoyed reading the book because the 

stories ‘made me feel like I’m not alone.’ 

“We all agreed that we have a chance, no 

matter the circumstances we face – a chance to make 

our future better than our past.” 

Book Club 

New leader for volunteer and 
religious services 

Xenia center kickoff 

We’re hiring! 
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Follow, connect, and have a conversation with us. 

     

Visit: www.dys.ohio.gov        Contact: Communications@dys.ohio.gov 

“Reading gives us a place to go...when we need to remain where we are.”  

          — Mason Cooley (1927-2002), writer and professor of English, speech, and world literature. 

Helping youth discover ‘why they’re on the planet’ 

From juvenile correctional officer to chaplain and more, Curtis Kemp continues his 

“calling” to serve God, the state of Ohio, and youth with his promotion Aug. 15 to 

Administrator of Volunteer & Religious Services.  

Formerly the chaplain of our Circleville Juvenile Correctional Facility, Mr. Kemp 

brings 25 years of public service in the corrections industry to his new role, where 

he is charged with supporting facility chaplains, establishing partnerships with faith

-based community organizations, and overseeing volunteers and related 

programming. 

“I still see myself as a minister, setting the spiritual temperature and tone at our 

facilities, helping youth and staff identify the best version of themselves and why they’re on the planet,” he 

said. Born in South Carolina and raised in Columbus, Mr. Kemp attended The Ohio State University and 

completed his ministerial studies at Ever Increasing Word Training Center in Darrow, Louisiana.  

“People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care,” he said. “I want our youth and 

everyone at DYS to know I care. I really do.” Mr. Kemp can be reached at (614) 387-2554 or by email at 

Curtis.kemp@dys.ohio.gov.  
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DYS Director Ryan Gies joined Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine Sept. 10 in Xenia to 

celebrate the new Greene County Juvenile Court's Assessment and 

Intervention Center. The center collaborates with community partners to 

promote public safety and improve the lives of at-risk youth through 

behavioral health, life-skills and other interventions. The two leaders told the 

audience the center is the result of the court’s commitment to Ohio’s 

Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative, which strives to reduce the number 

of young people in detention centers by redirecting public funds toward 

reform strategies better suited for less-serious juvenile offenders. 

Spread the word, we’re hiring! Multiple positions available 

Come change lives with us! 

DYS is continuously recruiting for qualified individuals to join our organization. Positions include  

nurses, youth specialists (juvenile correctional officers), behavioral health professionals, teachers and 

more. In addition to competitive pay and benefits, we offer the opportunity for a long-lasting career 

that’s rewarding on many levels. All staff are important in our mission to habilitate juvenile offenders 

committed to DYS. Search for DYS Jobs here or scan the QR Code below.   
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About DYS 
The Ohio Department of Youth Services is the juvenile corrections system for the state of Ohio. DYS is statutorily mandated to confine 
felony offenders, ages 10 to 21, who have been adjudicated and committed by one of Ohio’s 88 county juvenile courts. During their 
stay with DYS, youth are engaged in programming that is designed to address their criminological and behavioral needs. Each of the 
DYS facilities also operates a year-round school that offers general curriculum as well as vocation opportunities. Our MISSION is to 
improve Ohio's future by habilitating youth and empowering families and communities. Our VISION is a safer Ohio – one youth, one 
family, one community at a time. 

Empowering youth at home, not in detention 

COVID-19 – We need your help protecting youth 

With the Delta variant of COVID-19 spreading across Ohio and cooler temperatures around the corner, it is 
even more important to get vaccinated. We need your consent to vaccinate youth under the age of 18. 
Please reach out to the vaccine coordinator at the appropriate juvenile correctional facility below: 

Circleville JCF: Nicole Freeman, 1-740-213-5104, nicole.freeman@dys.ohio.gov. 

Indian River JCF: Andrea Graham, 1-330-236-5461, andrea.graham@dys.ohio.gov. 

Cuyahoga Hills JCF: Pam Winkler, 1-216-682-2275, pamela.winkler@dys.ohio.gov. 

Remember, it takes up to six weeks to be fully protected against COVID-19 from the beginning of the first 
dose received to complete protection. 

We continue to have a robust screening, testing, quarantine, and visitation guidance in place at each facility.  
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