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News from the Ohio Department of Youth Services 

T 
he American Red Cross 

says donating a pint of 

blood will save three 

lives. If that’s the case, 

many hospitalized people in Ohio 

will have youth paroled from the 

Ohio Department of Youth 

Services (DYS) to thank for their 

new lease on life. 

DYS kicked off an internal blood 

donation campaign April 1 to 

address Ohio’s critical blood 

shortage. Called, “You’re 

Somebody’s Type – Donate 

Blood!,” the campaign allows 

paroled youth to donate blood as 

part of their community service 

requirement. Juvenile Parole 

Officer Craig Knight took a 

paroled youth to the Hoxworth 

Blood Center in Cincinnati on the 

first day of the campaign. 

“All our kids are scared of 

needles, and he didn’t want to do 

it,” said Craig. “I told him if you do 

it, I’ll do it, so he did. And then we 

ate a bunch of cookies and drank 

a lot of orange juice.” 

Scheduling a blood donation is 

easy. Just call 1-800 REDCROSS 

or visit www.redcrossblood.org to 

find a donation site near you.  
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Giving blood, blankets part of giving back 
Youth address blood shortage, other needs through service  

Youth at our 

Indian River 
campus recently 
donated 25 
handmade 
fleece blankets 
to patients at 
Akron Children’s 
Hospital.  

One youth said 
he enjoyed 
making the 
blankets, but it 
felt even better 
“giving back to 
the community, 
especially to kids 
in the hospital.” 

By Amy L. Ast, Director 

Thanks to declining 

COVID-19 infection and 

transmission rates, we 

are relaxing some of the 

pandemic-related 

restrictions for youth 

visits at our Circleville, 

Cuyahoga Hills, and 

Indian River campuses. 

We started permitting visitors under the age 

of 18 on March 21, and we removed our “no

-contact” rule for visitors and our kids.  

In addition, we removed the rule limiting 

visits to two per month per youth.  

While the pandemic is weakening, it still 

remains a threat to our health and safety. 

We must remain vigilant and continue many 

of the safety precautions we implemented 

after its onset in early 2020. This includes 

mandatory masking and rapid COVID-19 

tests for all visitors when they arrive to 

our campuses. Approved visitors aged 15 

and over can self-administer the test; 

parents and guardians must administer the  

 

 

 

test to children 2 to 14. 

Visits still need to be scheduled, and 

cohorting remains in place.  

To schedule, contact: 

Circleville    740-571-8495 

DYSVisitationCJCF@dys.ohio.gov 
 

Cuyahoga Hills 216-342-9252 

DYSVisitationCHJCF@dys.ohio.gov 
 

Indian River   330-236-5775 

DYSVisitationIRJCF@dys.ohio.gov 

Welcome back families! COVID-19 restrictions loosened for visits 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcrossblood.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CTony.Gottschlich%40dys.ohio.gov%7C01318f2e92a74c2016c408da1724a173%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637847743392401358%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d
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This youth from our Cuyahoga 
Hills campus is on his way to 
being a licensed driver after our 
teachers prepared him to take 
and pass the test to earn his 
Temporary Driver’s License! 
This is just one of many ways 
we prepare our youth for life 
after release from our care and 
custody. 

OUR YOUTH — LEARNING, LEADING, ACHIEVING 
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Circleville hosts 

first bookfair  

Our Circleville campus 
held its first-ever 
bookfair April 8 during 
National Library Week. 
The library partnered 
with Lowry's Books in 
Michigan to provide age- 
and content-appropriate 
books for students in a 
correctional facility.  

Each housing unit visited 
the all-day event, where 
every student could 
choose one book from a 
wide selection to keep 
for themselves. Youth 
who were unable to 
attend will be able to 
pick out a book before 
the excess inventory is 
returned to Lowry's 

Books. In all, 126 youth 
attended in person, 
selecting 111 books. 

“After the success of this 
bookfair, we will be 
looking for ways to make 
sure this isn't the last!” 

said Circleville 
Superintendent Becky 
Casto. “So many staff 
across our campus, 
including Principal Roger 
Cade and volunteers 
from Ralph C. Starkey 

High School, were 
instrumental in 
organizing this event. I 
also extend my deepest 
appreciation to Tom 
Lowry, owner of Lowry’s 
Books.”  

Youth at our 

Cuyahoga Hills 

campus recently 

attended their 

first session of 

Effective 

Leadership 

Academy.  

They learned 

the importance 

of being a 

positive role 

model, thinking 

outside of the 

box, teamwork, 

and other 

leadership skills. 
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CIRCLEVILLE CELEBRATES READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY 

 

     

Keepin’ It Real in The Ville 

Ms. Georges’ classes paid homage to 
Dr. Seuss on March 2, 2022, in honor 
of his birthday. The cool part is Read 
Across America originated as Dr. Seuss 
Day, which is traditionally held in early 
March on a school day close to the 
author’s birthday. In 2022, Read 
Across America Day fell directly on Dr. 
Seuss’ birthday. 

You have brains in your 

head. You have feet in your 

shoes. You can steer yourself 

any direction you choose. 

Read Across America Day  
A day to come together and read 
books and celebrate the joys of 
reading.  

 

Oh! The Places You’ll Go!  Was Dr. 
Seuss’ last book to be published during 
his lifetime. 

From soaring to high heights and 
seeing great sights to being left in a 
Lurch on a prickle-ly perch, Dr. Seuss 
addresses life’s ups and downs with his 
trademark humorous verse and 
whimsical illustrations.  

The inspiring and timeless message 
encourages readers to find the success 
that lies within, no matter what 
challenges they face.  

 

Today you are you, 
that’s better than 

true! 

CIRCLEVILLE CELEBRATES READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY 

As this young man from our Indian River 
campus prepared to leave DYS on his 

21st birthday, we connected him with a 
caseworker at OhioMeansJobs, helped 
him renew his driver’s license, and 
connected him to other community 

resources to help him have a successful 
transition into society. 



F 
or Abby Baumann, the 

seeds of a life in social 

work were planted in the 

7th grade. 

“I had interacted with a Child 

Protective Services worker due to 

family issues with my cousin and 

her kids,” recalled Abby, a 

Behavioral Health Supervisor at 

our Circleville campus. “I 

remember this woman being the 

only means of protection for these 

kids, and she was so patient and 

kind when interacting with all the 

parties involved.” 

She remembers seeing similar 

circumstances as she got older, 

baffled at how friends and others 

couldn’t see the connection 

between poverty and a hard life 

with a person’s inability to function 

in the world.  

“It became increasingly apparent 

that I was put on the planet to 

bridge some gaps in these areas 

and use my experiences to help 

others,” Abby said. “I would say I 

am finally in a place where I am 

actively doing what I believe is   

my calling.” 

Born and raised in Milwaukee, 

Abby moved to Ohio to attend 

Cedarville University, where she 

earned a bachelor’s degree in 

sociology. After earning her 

master’s in social work from the 

University of Tennessee, she 

joined DYS in 2017 as a 

Behavioral Healthcare Provider 1. 

She was promoted to supervisor   

in 2021.  

Abby said she loves teaching 

newer social workers the ins and 

outs of institutional work, but she 

especially loves the direct 

interaction and therapy with our 

youth, seeing them grow           

and mature.  

“I’ve had so many boys express to 

me that they feel the changes in 

their thinking, that they’ve found 

understanding in their anger and 

sadness, and that they’re working 

to find peace with their past 

experiences,” she said. “To me, 

this is what it’s all about – learning 

from the past rather than letting 

the past define who we are.” 

Dr. Joseph Creedon, Abby’s 

supervisor, called her a team 

player who frequently takes on 

other roles at Circleville – including 

Youth Specialist – when the need 

arises. “She always jumps in to 

help out,” he said. “When she sees 

a need, she takes the lead in 

finding creative ways to meet that 

need. She is phenomenal.” 

Said Abby, “These times are 
forever rewarding and fun.” 
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Behavioral Health Supervisor: Working with DYS youth ‘forever rewarding and fun’ 

—DYS— 



J uvenile Parole Officer Chris 

DeGasperis got the case in       

July 2020.  

A female youth 

on parole had 

been where-

abouts 

unknown since 

November 

2019. Even 

more 

worrisome, the 

young lady had 

a sad history of mental health 

issues, substance abuse, fractured 

family relationships, and a 

troubling connection to an older 

man with a criminal history.  

As all parole officers do, Chris 

used his detective skills to track 

down anyone who might be 

connected to the youth, including 

her father. Multiple attempts to 

contact the youth failed until the 

fall of 2021, when the youth 

returned his call and agreed to 

meet Chris at juvenile court. She 

didn’t show. Chris’s search 

resumed. 

But in January this year, Chris’s 

rapport with the young woman’s 

father paid off. The man called 

Chris and said his daughter was in 

a mental health unit in a Cleveland 

hospital. “For a father to do that, 

that was not easy, but he knew 

she needed help,” said Chris. “If it 

weren’t for dad, I’d still be looking 

for her.” 

Chris went to the hospital, where 

he learned even more disturbing 

details: The youth was homeless, 

possibly using drugs again, in 

deep mental distress, and 

pregnant by her older male 

acquaintance, the same man 

authorities believe subjected her to 

human trafficking. 

“In nine years of parole, this is one 

of the most heartbreaking cases 

I’ve seen,” said Chris, who joined 

DYS in 2007, serving his first six 

years as a social worker at DYS’s 

Indian River campus. 

Chris said the youth is safe today, 

and he and DYS are actively 

working with police and various 

community resources to connect 

the youth to the services            

she needs. 

“I just hope I can continue to help 

with her case, and she comes out 

of this okay,” he said. 

Persistence and compassion... 

that’s what Chris is all about, said 

Northern Region Parole 

Administrator Charlene Martin.  

“I knew Chris was the guy who 

could do it,” Charlene said.      

“He’s just really into his kids and 

helping them.”   —DYS— 
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Parole officer’s persistence comes through for missing youth 

JPO Chris DeGasperis: ‘One of the most heartbreaking cases I’ve seen’  

“I just hope I can continue to help with her case, and she 

comes out of this okay.”   — JPO Chris DeGasperis 



W hen Kim Kent retired 

from DYS Feb. 25, she left a 

34-year public-service legacy 

of leadership, compassion for 

youth and coworkers, and too 

many contributions to list 

here across parole, training, 

and policy. 

That’s why Director Amy Ast 

and several DYS leaders and 

staff gathered at head-

quarters to bid Kim a proper 

farewell and wish her the 

best in her future endeavors. 

“Your contagious energy, the 

positive attitude you bring to 

every task, and your attention 

to detail is always spot on,” 

said Director Ast as she 

handed Kim a Director’s Coin 

and letter of appreciation. “I 

deeply appreciate your public 

service, your devotion to the 

youth in our care and 

custody, and the expertise 

and professionalism you 

brought to DYS throughout 

your career.” 

Joined by her husband Mark, 

Kim responded, “Wow, 34 

years is such a long time! To 

spend it helping others is 

what was the most valuable 

thing for me. I’m almost 

speechless because it went 

by so fast!” 

Most recently our policy 

administrator, Kim joined 

state government in 1988 as 

a parole officer for the Ohio 

Department of Rehabilitation 

and Correction. She joined 

DYS in 2000 as Cincinnati 

Regional Administrator and 

became Parole Services 

Manager in 2001. She left 

parole in 2006 to become 

Training Academy Director. 

She joined Central Office in 

2010 as Reentry 

Administrator and became 

Policy Administrator in 2015. 

Assistant Director Ginine 

Trim called Kim “a trainer     

at heart.” 

“She has a gift for taking very 

serious, black-and-white 

material and adding her 

creativity to it to make it 

understandable instead of 

overwhelming, even fun at 

times,” said Ginine. 

Added Release Authority 

Chair Yolonda Frierson, “She 

really makes herself a 

cheerleader in all she does. 

She brings such energy to 

her work and a willingness to 

help others.” 

Kim wrapped up her 

retirement celebration with a 

plea of sorts. 

“I want to leave you with 
these words – we’re here to 
serve the kids, but please, I 
implore thee, take care of 

your staff,” she said. Without 
them, we can’t help our kids.”  

—DYS— 
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Kim Kent — ‘A trainer at heart’  

RETIREMENTS  

C hris Baker gave himself a 

special birthday present this year 

— retirement.  

March 31 marked Chris’s 55th 

birthday and his final day at DYS 

after nearly 31 years with the 

agency. 

“I’ve been fortunate to work in so 

many different positions, from 

youth leader to superintendent at 

Circleville to the Release Authori-

ty today,” said Chris.  

Director Amy Ast gave Chris a 

Director’s Coin and high praise at 

a farewell gathering. 

“Chris has believed in our mis-

sion from the onset of his career, 

and I’m deeply grateful for his 

dedicated years of public ser-

vice,” she said. 

Chris joined DYS in July 1991 as 

a youth leader at the former 

Training Center for Youth on Co-

lumbus’s west side. He’s been in 

14 different roles over the years, 

including social worker and unit 

manager, and superintendent at 

our Circleville campus.  A gradu-

ate of Urbana University, he 

joined the Release Authority in 

February 2019. 

Chris said the best moments 

always involved direct contact 

with the youth. 

“To go into work every day and 

have the opportunity to touch a 

kid’s life and talk about their 

dreams and goals… Hopefully 

I’ve instilled something in these 

young men that made a differ-

ence,” he said. 

Chris said the biggest influence 

on his career was former DYS 

Director Christine Money. 

“She was the best ever,” said 

Chris. “She provided me many 

opportunities and taught me so 

much about how to treat people, 

how to depend on those you 

need to succeed, and that family 

and religion are first.” 

DYS staff who worked with Chris 

say he was more of a coach than 

a boss, the kind who inspired his 

team to learn, grow, and improve. 

If you ever told him, “Chris, we’ve 

got a problem,” he’d reply, “Nope, 

we have an opportunity.” 

Release Authority Chair Yolonda 

Frierson worked for Chris when 

she joined DYS in 2006 as a cor-

rectional officer at Scioto Juvenile 

Correctional Facility in Delaware 

County. 

“The one thing that comes to 

mind about Chris is 

‘consistency,’” said Yolonda. 

“He’s always been consistent 

with showing he cares – he cares 

about the kids, he cares about 

his colleagues, and he cares 

about our mission. He’s always 

been that way.” 

Yolonda added that Chris often 

reminded staff to “be true” to 

themselves. “It’s so important to 

have a strong sense of self, and 

that’s a value Chris and I shared 

from day one.” 

That’s also Chris’s parting mes-

sage for his DYS friends. 

“I just want to tell people to make 

sure they take care of them-

selves, their families, and their 

coworkers, and to be healthy,” 

said Chris, an avid cyclist. “Make 

sure you do that, and everything 

else will take care of itself.” 

—DYS— 

Chris Baker — 31 years, 14 roles 



At the time of Geno Natalucci-

Persichetti’s passing on March 14, the 

former Ohio Department of Youth 

Services Director had been retired 

from DYS for as long as he served it, 

17 years. Even so, the impact left by 

the agency’s longest-serving director 

felt fresh and cemented in history as 

friends and colleagues paid tribute to 

him that week. 

“He was a luminary in the field of 

criminal justice, both at the state and 

national levels,” said DYS Director 

Amy L. Ast, who joined DYS in 

1996. “His passionate and intentional 

work set the precedent for many of 

the standards and policies that we 

operate under today. His commitment 

to juvenile justice reform was always 

rooted in public safety. The value he 

placed on relationships, along with 

the foundation of trust he built with 

facility and community partners, truly 

made him an exemplary servant 

leader. He will be greatly missed.”  

Mr. Natalucci-Persichetti worked 

under three governors as DYS 

director from January 1987 through 

December 2004, serving at a time 

when DYS had as many as 2,500 

employees and 5,000 juvenile 

offenders in institutions and         

under parole.  

Governor Mike DeWine issued a 

statement, saying he and wife Fran 

were saddened by the news. 

“I had the pleasure of working with 

Geno during my time as Ohio's 

lieutenant governor, and I saw 

firsthand how passionate he was 

about the youth in his care,” said 

Governor DeWine. “Geno was 

instrumental in the development and 

implementation of Ohio RECLAIM in 

the 1990s, which supports hundreds 

of community programs for at-risk 

youth across the state. His work most 

certainly changed many lives for the 

better. We send our deepest 

condolences to his wife Toni and their 

entire family.” 

Tony Panzino, DYS Bureau Chief for 

Community Reinvestment, 

remembered the director as a strong 

advocate for youth who was skilled at 

working with lawmakers and getting 

his way. 

“When things weren’t going well, he 

wouldn't hesitate to challenge 

legislators about the impact budget 

cuts would have on juvenile courts 

and the department,” Tony recalled.  

Tony said the director expanded the 

number of DYS facilities during his 

tenure, but he also pushed hard for 

community programs and RECLAIM 

Ohio in the 1990s. “He came in at a 

time when the department’s 

relationship with the juvenile court 

judges was at an all-time low. His 

work on RECLAIM helped restore it 

and build the strong relationship we 

have with the courts today.” 

Kevin L. Miller, Director of 

Opportunities for Ohioans with 

Disabilities, served as the director’s 

chief of staff. He called his former 

boss “the all-American story,” a son of 

Italian immigrants who worked as a 

janitor to pay for his tuition at St. 

Charles High School. 

“Geno was sincere, to-the-point, 

unpretentious, and strong in his faith,” 

said Director Miller. “I was fortunate to 

work with him for more than 12 years, 

continue as friends, and learn from 

his example of being an unbelievable 

husband and father. He was a person 

of wise counsel. If you were lucky 

enough to know Geno, you will shed a 

tear knowing that he’s gone, but you’ll 

also laugh because you knew him.” 

A graduate of The Ohio State 

University, Mr. Natalucci-Persichetti 

also taught corrections, criminal 

justice, and other courses at Hocking 

College, Ohio State, Capital 

University, and Tiffin University. He is 

survived by his wife Toni, three 

children, and numerous other family 

members and friends. 

“He was always an educator, always 
a student,” said Director Ast. “I’m just 
honored to be in his footsteps.” 
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‘Exemplary servant leader’ died March 14 

—DYS— 

In Memoriam: Former DYS Director Geno Natalucci-Persichetti 



COVID-19 vaccinations continue 

Parental/Guardian consent needed for youth under 18 

Parents and guardians, we need your consent to administer COVID-19 vaccines to youth 

under the age of 18. Please reach out to the vaccine coordinator at the appropriate 

juvenile correctional facility below: 

Circleville JCF: Nicole Freeman, 1-740-213-5104, nicole.freeman@dys.ohio.gov. 

Indian River JCF: Andrea Graham, 1-330-236-5461, andrea.graham@dys.ohio.gov. 

Cuyahoga Hills JCF: Pam Winkler, 1-216-682-2275, pamela.winkler@dys.ohio.gov. 

Remember, it takes up to six weeks to be fully protected against COVID-19 from the 

beginning of the first dose received to complete protection. 

We continue to have a robust screening, testing, quarantine, and visitation guidance in 

place at each facility.  For more information about COVID-19’s impact on Ohio or to locate 

vaccination sites, visit Coronavirus.Ohio.gov. 
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O hio has invested in rapid COVID-19 testing with a 
goal of using fast, free, and convenient testing to 
control the spread of COVID-19. Below are details 
about the various partners we are working with to 
make testing available, as well as information for 
employers who are interested in initiating testing 
programs. 

Community Access — The state is working with local 
health departments, public libraries, community 
health centers and other community partners to 

make rapid tests – both at-home and onsite – available and accessible for all Ohioans. These tests are especially 
powerful in providing access to testing for our vulnerable populations. 

Schools— The state has also determined that education, both K-12 and higher education, are appropriate uses 
for these state-provided tests. 

Employers — The state is not providing testing to directly support employer-based testing. However, selecting 
the “Employer Testing Resources” tab below provides information about how employers can get start their own 
testing program. 

Types of Rapid At-Home Tests 

The state has invested in two types of tests that can be used at home, for different purposes. The first is a 
proctored home test that uses a telehealth session to guide the user through the testing, and produces a 
documented result that can be used for official purposes like travel, return to school, or ending quarantine. 
Initiate a BinaxNOW Home test session by visiting Ohio.emed.com 

The second type of test is an over-the-counter version of the BinaxNOW test, that is a self-administered test; i.e., 
there is no proctor to guide the user. The user may self-report results into the public health system through 
Abbott’s NAVICA smartphone app, or at www.mynavica.abbott. The over-the-counter test results are for personal 
use and do not produce a result that can be used for travel, return to school, or to end quarantine in Ohio. 

Find rapid testing in Ohio using the testing map 

mailto:nicole.freeman@dys.ohio.gov
mailto:andrea.graham@dys.ohio.gov
file:///G:/PIO/Family%20Newsletter/2021%20Family%20Newsletters/FamNews%20-%20August%202021/pamela.winkler@dys.ohio.gov
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
https://ohio.emed.com/
http://www.mynavica.abbott/
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/dashboards/other-resources/testing-ch-centers


Spread the word, we’re hiring! Multiple positions available 

Come change lives with us! 

DYS is continuously recruiting for qualified individuals to join our organization. Positions include  nurses, 

youth specialists (juvenile correctional officers), behavioral health professionals, teachers, and 

more. In addition to competitive pay and benefits, we offer the opportunity for a long-lasting career that’s 

rewarding on many levels. All staff are important in our mission to habilitate juvenile offenders committed to 

DYS. Search for DYS Jobs here or scan the QR Code below.   

Follow, connect, and have a conversation with us. 

     

Visit: www.dys.ohio.gov        Contact: Communications@dys.ohio.gov 

The Ohio Department of Youth Services is the juvenile corrections system for the state of Ohio. DYS is statutorily 

mandated to confine felony offenders, ages 10 to 21, who have been adjudicated and committed by one of Ohio ’s 88 

county juvenile courts. During their stay with DYS, youth are engaged in programming that is designed to address their 

criminological and behavioral needs. Each of the DYS facilities also operates a year-round school that offers general 

curriculum as well as vocation opportunities. Our MISSION is to improve Ohio's future by habilitating youth and 

empowering families and communities. Our VISION is a safer Ohio – one youth, one family, one community at a time. 

 Circleville JCF 

P.O. Box 598 

640 Island Road 

Circleville, Ohio, 43113 

740-477-2500 

Rebecca Casto, Superintendent 

Cuyahoga Hills JCF 

4321 Green Road 

Highland Hills, Ohio, 44128 

216-464-8200 

 

Kimberly Clipper, Superintendent  

Indian River JCF 

2775 Indian River Road, S.W. 

Massillon, Ohio, 44646 

330-837-4211 

 

Jim Darnell, Superintendent  

OUR JUVENILE CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES 
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https://dys.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/dys/about-us/work-with-dys/current-openings/current-employment-opportunities
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