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News from the Ohio Department of Youth Services 

Competing against 165 of the best 
horticulture students in Ohio, two 
students from DYS’s Ralph C. 
Starkey High School captured silver 
medals Oct. 15 in the Ohio High 
School Landscape Olympics. 

The students won in the category of 
Landscape Maintenance 
Operations, where they displayed 
deft skills on rider mowers. 

“The competition was very intense, 
with a lot of skilled teams from two-

year career-tech programs,” said 

Tom Cunningham, who leads 
Starkey’s horticulture program at our 
Circleville Juvenile Correctional 
Facility. “But our kids worked hard, 
showing they can compete with 
anybody. I couldn’t be prouder.” 
 
In all, three Starkey students 
competed in the annual games, 
which were held in Wooster at the 
Ohio State University Agricultural 
Technical Institute. Sponsored by 
the Ohio Nursery & Landscape 
Association, events included 

landscape maintenance, plant 
identification, and equipment 
operation over a 10-hour day. 
 
“We were all so proud of the 
commitment, leadership, and skills 
these three students displayed 
throughout the day,” said Circleville 
JCF Superintendent Rebecca 
Casto. “They also learned a lot 
about the ‘green industry’ and 
options to consider for their college 
and career plans. This was a 
wonderful experience, and I’m 
grateful to Mr. Cunningham for 
making it happen.” 
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Follow, connect, and have a conversation with us. 

     

Visit: www.dys.ohio.gov        Contact: Communications@dys.ohio.gov 

Students win silver in landscape Olympics 
DYS youth flex plant knowledge, other green skills at annual games 

Below: Joining students at the games 
were (left to right) Circleville Deputy 
Superintendent Rick Thomas, 
Superintendent Rebecca Casto, teacher 
Tom Cunningham, and Buckeye United 
School District Superintendent James 
Brady. 
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W 
hen students in the horticulture program at 
Indian River High School returned from 
fall intersession Sept. 28, they found their 

garden bursting with pepper plants – green bell, 
cubanelle, and hot peppers – 40 pounds of which 
they donated to a local foodbank.

“We donate to food banks and community gardens as 
often as we can,” said James Hoskins, who leads 
Indian River’s horticulture career-tech program. “The 
students enjoy working in the gardens, and they feel 
good knowing their work supports worthy causes and 
people in need.”

One frequent beneficiary is the Greater Alliance 
Community Garden 
Association in nearby 
Alliance. Indian River 
donates vegetables 
and starter plants to 
the association, whose 
eight community 
gardens, in turn, 
contribute to local 
organizations in need. 

Recipients include meal kitchens, food pantries, and 
a local hospital that uses starter plants in its own 
garden. The plants provide fresh produce to low-

income patients when they leave the hospital.

“It’s amazing how many lives are touched by our 
community gardens, and that’s thanks to the work of 
Jim Hoskins, his horticulture students, and others 
who contribute to our mission,” said garden 
association co-chair Meg Mundy. 

Mundy said that 
in addition to 
fresh food and 
good nutrition, 
the association’s 
gardens offer 
educational 
programming for 
children and 
adults and mentors to at-risk youth. “All of the 
gardens beautify neighborhoods, inspire community 
development, foster good-neighbor relationships, 
and build community pride,” she said.

Horticulture programs at our correctional facilities in 
Circleville and Cuyahoga Hills participate in similar 
efforts. In August, for instance, students at Cuyahoga 
Hills donated 212 pounds of fresh produce to The 
City Mission homeless shelter in Cleveland. 

Youth donate fruits (err...vegetables) of their labor
Fall harvest bountiful for local food banks, community gardens, people in need
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Horticulture teacher James Hoskins 
with a student earlier this year.
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https://www.cityofalliance.com/393/Community-Gardens


Flu season is here! Vaccinations underway 

COVID-19 vaccines also available 

Flu vaccine clinics are underway in our juvenile correctional 
facilities with the goal of vaccinating every qualifying youth. 

“We’re already dealing with one scary virus, we don’t need 
another one threatening our youth and staff,” said DYS Health 
Care Services Chief Shelly Viets. “That’s why we’re holding 
several vaccine clinics this fall and winter for our youth. The flu 
vaccine can also protect your loved ones, so we highly 
encourage our youth’s families and the general public to get 
vaccinated.” 

Influenza (flu) is a contagious respiratory illness caused 
by influenza viruses that infect the nose, throat, and lungs. 
Some people, such as older people, young children, and people with certain health conditions, are at higher risk 
of serious flu complications.  

On the subject of vaccines, we need your consent to administer COVID1-9 vaccines to youth under the age of 
18. Please reach out to the vaccine coordinator at the appropriate juvenile correctional facility below:

Circleville JCF: Nicole Freeman, 1-740-213-5104, nicole.freeman@dys.ohio.gov. 

Indian River JCF: Andrea Graham, 1-330-236-5461, andrea.graham@dys.ohio.gov. 

Cuyahoga Hills JCF: Pam Winkler, 1-216-682-2275, pamela.winkler@dys.ohio.gov. 

Remember, it takes up to six weeks to be fully protected against COVID-19 from the beginning of the first dose 
received to complete protection. 

We continue to have a robust screening, testing, quarantine, and visitation guidance in place at each facility. 

Teachers and staff at 
Indian River High School 
praise, support, and 
motivate students in many 
ways, including displays of 
big and bright bulletin 
boards in hallways. 

Each week the staff post 
the names of students 
who are excelling in 
English, math, science, 
and social studies within 
their online 

curriculum, Edgenuity, a 
tool launched soon after 
the pandemic hit Ohio. 

“Students like seeing the 
Edgenuity Top 10 Leader 
Board in the school lobby,” 
said Indian River Principal 
Jake Steuer. “It motivates 
them to compete. They 
want to do better because 
they want to see their 
names on that board.” 
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The Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 

Top 10 list inspires students to achieve 

Follow, connect, and have a conversation with us. 

Visit: www.dys.ohio.gov        Contact: Communications@dys.ohio.gov 
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Spread the word, we’re hiring! Multiple positions available 

Come change lives with us! 
DYS is continuously recruiting for qualified individuals to join our organization. Positions include  nurses, 
youth specialists (juvenile correctional officers), behavioral health professionals, teachers, and
more. In addition to competitive pay and benefits, we offer the opportunity for a long-lasting career that’s 
rewarding on many levels. All staff are important in our mission to habilitate juvenile offenders committed to 
DYS. Search for DYS Jobs here or scan the QR Code below.   

Follow, connect, and have a conversation with us. 

Visit: www.dys.ohio.gov  Contact: Communications@dys.ohio.gov 

The Ohio Department of Youth Services is the juvenile corrections system for the state of Ohio. DYS is statutorily 
mandated to confine felony offenders, ages 10 to 21, who have been adjudicated and committed by one of Ohio ’s 88 
county juvenile courts. During their stay with DYS, youth are engaged in programming that is designed to address their 
criminological and behavioral needs. Each of the DYS facilities also operates a year-round school that offers general 
curriculum as well as vocation opportunities. Our MISSION is to improve Ohio's future by habilitating youth and 
empowering families and communities. Our VISION is a safer Ohio – one youth, one family, one community at a time. 

Circleville JCF 

P.O. Box 598 

640 Island Road 

Circleville, Ohio, 43113 

740-477-2500
Rebecca Casto, Superintendent 

Cuyahoga Hills JCF 

4321 Green Road 

Highland Hills, Ohio, 44128 

216-464-8200

Kimberly Clipper, Superintendent 

Indian River JCF 

2775 Indian River Road, S.W. 
Massillon, Ohio, 44646 

330-837-4211

Jim Darnell, Superintendent 

OUR JUVENILE CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES 
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